Publications of article and photos about Kazakh Golden Eagle Hunters
By Stefan Cruysberghs
http://www.scip.be

MatlOnline

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel _news/article-2834969/Kazakh-people-practice-ancient-art-
hunting-golden-eagles-Mongolia.html

Nature's prettiest predators: Western Mongolia's Kazakh people
practice the ancient art of hunting with golden eagles

e The Golden Eagle Festival is held by the Kazakh people each October to celebrate the
heritage of the ancient group

e Heldin Bayan-Olgii, in western Mongolia, the festival includes a competitive hunt, with the
men on horseback

e Pratice of hunting with golden eagles is said to have been started by the nomadic Khitans
from Manchuria in 940AD

« Belgian photographer Stefan Cruysberghs travelled to Mongolia to witness the ancient
occasion first-hand

Daily Mail Online, Published: 14:55 GMT, 15 November 2014

Racing through the mountain range on horseback, the Kazakh people practice their ancient tradition of hunting
with golden eagles.

The eagles soar through the air at speeds of up to 200mph as they race to reach their keeper first, during an
annual festival celebrating the heritage of the Turkic group.

The Golden Eagle festival is held every October in Bayan-0lgii, a province in western Mongolia.
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Photographer captures the Kazakh people practising their ancient tradition of hunting with golden eagles

Belgian photographer and software developer Stefan Cruysberghs captured these stunning photographs
when he travelled to the region to witness the occasion first-hand.

The 38-year-old, of Lommel, Belgium, said: 'The world is evolving fast, but these Kazakh people still practice
the ancient art of training and hunting with golden eagles, and they do it with a lot of passion.

‘The competitions during the Golden Eagle Festival show the long-term and trusting relationship between the
eagle and the hunter.

‘During the first competition each golden eagle is released from the top of a mountain and the birds race to
catch some meat which is held by an eagle hunter on his galloping horse.

‘The eagle and hunter are communicating with each other via cries, and whichever hunters’ eagle reaches the
meat the fastest, wins the game.’
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On horseback, the Kazakh people compete in the Golden Eagle Festival in Bayan-Olgii
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The eagles reach speeds of up to 200mph as they race to reach their keeper first during the annual festival
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Starting young: 13-year-old Ashol-Pan is just one of the many competitors at the Golden Eagle Festival

The Kazakhs of the Altai mountain range in western Mongolia are the only people that hunt with golden
eagles, and today there are around 400 practising falconers.

The tradition of hunting with golden eagles is said to have been started by the nomadic Khitans from
Manchuria in northern China around 94CAD.

Other activities held during the Golden Eagle festival include horse racing, archery and Bushkashi, which is a
goatskin tug of war on horseback

The festival also sees awards handed out for Best Turned Out Eagle And Owner, Best Eagle At Hunting Prey
and Best Eagle At Locating Its Owner From A Distance.

Discussing the bond between eagles and their human counterparts, photographer Stefan says: "Young female
golden eagles are caught in the wild and aren't given any food for several days.

‘They will then start to accept food from humans and when trust between hunter and bird is gained, the hunter
will start training the eagle.

‘They become a part of the family and a long-term relationship is created.

‘The relationship between the eagle and hunter only lasts for six to eight years and they take part in the
competitions together year after year.

‘After that, the female eagle is released back into the wild so she can breed.’
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Eagle hunter Berik sits with his eagle at the festival in Bayan Olgii, a province in western Mongolia
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Belgian photographer and software designer, Stefan Cruysberghs, headed to Mongolia to see the festivities for himself
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The Kazakhs of the Altai mountain range are the only people that hunt with golden eagles, and today there are around 400 practising
falconers

Every October up to 70 eagle hunters and a host of tourists gather to celebrate Kazakh customs in the shadow
of the Altai Mountains during the annual two day Golden Eagle Festival.

The hunters wear traditional costumes, complete with fur coats made of marmot, fox or wolf skins which have
been caught by their eagles.

The more extravagant the coat the more respected the hunter is.

Stefan says: 'The Kazakh eagle hunting tradition was always male-dominated, but nowadays some fathers
teach their young daughters the art and skills of the ancient eagle hunter tradition.

‘This year there were two young girls at the Golden Eagle Festival, it is great to see that young people still
embrace their cultural heritage.’



Other activities held during the festival include horse racing, archery and Bushkashi, which is a goatskin tug of war on horseback
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The tradition of hunting with golden eagles is said to have been started by the Khitans from Manchuria in northern China in 940A
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Here, the Kazakh people ride on horseback, accompanied by their trusty eagles

Speaking about the strong bond between bird and human, Cruysberghs said: ‘A long-term relationship is created’




After competing with their eagle for six to eight years, the female bird is then released back into the wild so that she can breed
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The Kazakh people take a break and cool off during the Golden Eagle Festival
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A hunter races with an eagle on his arm during the annual two-day festival that takes place each October
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The hunters wear traditional costumes, complete with fur coats made of marmot, fox or wolf skins that have been caught by the eagle
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The more extravagant the coat, the more respected the hunter is when it comes to the festival’s traditional garb




The Kazakh eagle hunting tradition was always male-dominated, but nowadays some fathers teach their young daughters
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Talent knows no age: Here, 13-year-old Ashol-Pan celebrates a win at the festival



All of the competitors pose together to commemorate the occasion - along with their beloved birds, of course
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Born to perform Competitors rest

thelr birds during the Golden Eagle Festival In Bayangll, Mongolla. The eagles are used In huntlhg by Ka_zakh tribesmen
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Le festival de l'aigle — Les Kazakhs et leurs aigles royaux

Majestueux. Voici le mot qui vient a l'esprit lorsque l'aigle royal s’envole vers I'horizon. Cet oiseau semble étre
l'incarnation méme de la liberté. Mais aprés un son a peine perceptible, le voila qui fait demi-tour vers ses
maitres. Au Kazakhstan, le roi du ciel est vénéré et respecté. Le dresser est un gage de force et puissance.

C'est au cours du festival de l'aigle (Golden Eagle Festival) qui a lieu tous les ans au mois d'octobre dans 'aimag
de Bayan-Olgiy en Mongolie, que les dresseurs d'aigles se rencontrent.

Depuis des millénaires, ces rapaces aident les hommes de la région a chasser.
Le belge Stefan Cruysberghs (38 ans) a été témoin de ce travail d'équipe spectaculaire entre 'nomme et 'animal:

«Notre monde ne jure que par 'avancée technologique toujours plus rapide. Mais au Kazakhstan, le temps
semble s'étre figé. Ici, on entraine des aigles royaux depuis des générations».

«La passion et la confiance que les proprié¢taires placent en leurs rapaces sont palpables. Ce sport, c'est toute
leur vie».,

«Au cours d'un des tournois, les aigles sont lachés dans la montagne pendant qu'un Kazakh galope a cheval
dans la vallée avec un morceau de viande a lamain. Le but du jeu consiste a ce que les aigles rattrapent le cavalier
et s'emparent du morceau de viande».

«La communication entre 'aigle et son maitre se fait a travers des cris».
Larégion ne compte pas moins de 400 aigliers. Mais comment expliquer ce solide lien entre l'oiseau et 'homme?

«Ce sont des femelles. Elles sont capturées jeunes et ne recoivent pas de nourriture pendant quelques jours».
«C'est de cette maniere qu'elles reconnaissent 'lhnomme comme étant leur maitre et, a plus ou moins long terme,
comme faisant partie d'une méme famille».

La duree maximale de captivité des animaux est de 8 ans. Ils sont ensuite relachés. Leur instinct demeurant
intact jusqu’a la fin de leur vie.

Chaque année, pres de 70 aigliers se donnent rendez-vous a l'ombre des hauts sommets de l'Altai, pour prendre
part au festival.

Les chasseurs arborent vétements traditionnels en peau de marmotte, de renard ou de loup: plus 'habit est
impressionnant et plus le chasseur est respecte.

«Traditionnellement, la chasse avec un aigle est un domaine réservé aux hommes. Mais cette année, deux
chasseurs ont amené leurs filles afin qu’elles participent au tournoi».
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Golden Eagle Festival — Kasachen und ihre Steinadler

http://www.ohwow.de/?p=14926

Majestatisch fliegen sie in Richtung Horizont. Diese Steinadler scheinen der Inbegriff von Freiheit zu sein. Auf
einen kaum horbaren Ruf ihrer Herren hin jedoch fliegen sie zurtck.

In Kasachstan verehrt man den Konig der Lufte. Man hat Respekt vor den Tieren. Sie zu zahmen wird als Beweis
von Kraft und Starke verstanden.

Beim Golden Eagle Festival im mongolischen Bajan-Olgii-Aimag treten jedes Jahr im Oktober Steinadler und
ihre Besitzer gegeneinander an.

Die Raubvogel helfen dem Menschen in der Region seit vielen tausend Jahren bei der Jagd.

Der Belgier Stefan Cruysberghs (38) wurde Zeuge dieser spektakularen Zusammenarbeit von Tier und Mensch:
.Unsere Welt ist von rasantem Fortschritt gepragt. In Kasachstan jedoch scheint die Zeit still zu stehen. Seit
vielen Generationen trainiert man hier die Steinadler.”

~Man kann die Leidenschaft und das Vertrauen der Besitzer zu ihren Vogeln formlich spUren. Sie leben fur diesen
Sport.”

.Bei einem der Wettbewerbe werden die Adler im Gebirge frei gelassen und im Tal steht ein Kasache mit einem
Stuck Fleisch in der Hand. Er galoppiert auf seinem Pferd davon. Die Adler mussen ihn einholen und das Fleisch
fangen.”

.Die Besitzer und ihre Adler kommunizieren miteinander, indem sie Schreie von sich geben.”

An die 400 Falkner gibt es in der Region. Doch wie entsteht dieses starke Band zwischen Vogel und Mensch?
,Es handelt sich um Weibchen. Sie werden als Jungtiere gefangen und bekommen dann einige Tage lang keine
Nahrung.”

~Dadurch erkennen sie den Menschen als ihren Herren an und sehen sich Uber kurz oder lang als Teil einer
Familie.”

Die Adlerweibchen leben nur maximal acht Jahre in Gefangenschaft. Danach werden sie in die Freiheit
entlassen. Zu ungebrochen ist auf Dauer ihr Wille.

Am Festival nehmen jedes Jahr an die 70 Falkner teil. Sie treffen sich im Schatten des Altai-Hochgebriges.
Die Jager tragen traditionelle Gewander aus Murmeltier-, Fuchs und Wolfsfallen. Je imposanter das Gewand,
desto respektierter ist der Jager.

,Obwohl die Jagd mit dem Adler traditionell eher eine Mannerdomane ist, haben in diesem Jahr auch zwei
Manner ihre Tochter an dem Festival teilnehmen lassen.”
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